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Read again John 15:1-8. What is Jesus telling us about abiding in Him, and why is this

so crucial to our faith?
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During the past week, how much time have you spent in prayer and Bible reading?
What does your answer tell you about changes you might have to make in your

priorities?
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(%] Ellen G. White, Counsels to Writers and Editors, pp. 38, 39.

“Whenever the people of God are growing in grace, they will be constantly obtaining a
clearer understanding of His word. They will discern new light and beauty in its sacred truths.
Th&s has been true in the history of the church in all ages, and thus it will continue to the
end.”

[BFB]HETFANMIHBX
In what ways have you found the message in the quote above to be true for you? See
also Psalm 119:105.
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What are concrete ways you can “seek the Lord while He may be found” (Isa. 55:6,

NKJV)?
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[(&%E)] Ellen G. White, Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 41.

“Whatever may be man’s intellectual advancement, let him not for a moment think that
there is no need of thorough and continuous searching of the Scriptures for greater light. As
a people, we are called individually to be students of prophecy.”
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(5%] Ellen G. White, Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 36.

“How shall we search the Scriptures? Shall we drive our stakes of doctrine one after another,
and then try to make all Scripture meet our established opinions? or shall we take our ideas
and views to the Scriptures, and measure our theories on every side by the Scriptures of
truth? Many who read and even teach the Bible, do not comprehend the precious truth the
are teaching or studying. . . . Many give the words of Scripture a meaning that suits their
own opinions.”
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Summary: Personal Bible study is at the heart of having a vibrant and enduring relationship

with God. God’s Word speaks into our twenty-first-century lives in meaningful ways,
just as it has during past centuries. In a similar way to keeping any friendship alive, we
should look for ways to keep our devotional lives vivid as we abide in Jesus, trusting
His promise that His Word “ ‘shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it ” (Isa. 55:11, NEJV).
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